
Nazareth Financial Statistics - February 2008
General Fund:
Budgeted for February $125,822.00
Gifts Received for February $118,227.13

Budgeted YTD $258,732.00
Gifts Received YTD $257,528.41
As of February 29, 2008 -     1,203.59

Lighthouse Project:
Monthly Loan Payment $19,599.30
Gifts Received for February $18,889.03

Capital Improvements:
February Gifts $1,000.00
Gifts Received YTD $8,000.00

Nazareth Attendance Statistics - February 2008
8:30 9:50 11:10
1173 1152 1405

Upcoming Worship Services
�

March 30
Resurrection Wonder

8:30 & 9:50 a.m. ~ Pastor Cheryl Doely
11:10 ~ Matt Hoffert

April 6
Pillars of Faith: Our Dilemma �  Saint & Sinner

8:30, 9:50 & 11:10 a.m.
Pastor Robert Wallace

April 13
Pillars of Faith:  The Life We Live �  Part 1

8:30, 9:50 & 11:10 a.m.
Pastor Robert Wallace

April 20
Pillars of Faith:  The Life We Live �  Part 2

8:30, 9:50 & 11:10 a.m.
Pastor Robert Wallace

April 27
Pillars of Faith: Sing to the Lord a New Song

8:30, 9:50 & 11:10 a.m.
Pastor Robert Wallace

Please Note: April 27 is Confirmation Sunday
Students will be confirmed at the 9:50 a.m. service

Mission Trip to Slidell, Louisiana
May 17-24

Cost: $220 (approximate)
�

For more information or to volunteer, contact
Sandra Heller at 266-8668 
Del Carpenter at 266-7713
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The gospel of John tells us the story of a woman who went to the community well to draw water for daily needs. The woman came
by herself in the middle of the day; during biblical times, this would have implied she was a person of questionable moral character.
At the well, she met a stranger. At first, the stranger requested a drink of cool water, but then he offered her a drink of “living
water.” This stranger was Jesus.

With Holy Week before us, there are two aspects of this story that I want to reflect upon with you. The first is Jesus’ offer of “living water.”
The second is what Jesus said with regard to true worship: God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

Throughout his gospel account, John reveals the descriptive language that Jesus used to explain the nature of the relationship he
offers – e.g. bread of life, abundant life, good shepherd, light of the world. “Living water” is one of these metaphors. Receiving the
drink of “living water” is receiving a fresh start – a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. It is the drink of salvation that forgives
sins, heals wounds, and promises eternal life. “Living water” is the true thirst quencher. When we drink deeply, we discover
meaning and purpose to our lives.  

Do you know someone like the Samaritan woman, someone who lives on the fringe of community life, thirsts for authentic
relationships, and longs to know what it is to have meaningful life?  Could God be urging you to extend an invitation to this person
to attend one or all of the Holy Week services with you?  Note how Jesus crossed the boundaries (teacher addressing a woman, Jew
addressing a Samaritan) to extend the cup of salvation.  How might the Spirit of God be urging you to cross the boundaries, go across
the room, enter the next cubicle, or speak to a classmate so that Jesus might again offer “living water?”

When Jesus spoke to the woman about her life, he got very personal (that’s still his way). The woman tried to deflect questions
regarding her life by raising an argument around correct worship. Jesus’ response was short and to the point: God is spirit, and those
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24).  Style, setting, music–all
these take a back seat to something else: open minds and open hearts, ready to receive
the God who addresses us in spirit and truth.

Festival occasions in the church year can either serve or detract from worship that is
in spirit and truth.  Festival services can powerfully convey the gospel through special
music, liturgy, scripture, and message.  However, festival worship becomes detraction
when what attracts us is special music, etc. rather than the God who addresses us.  I
offer this caution because Holy Week worship is the most compelling week in the
Christian calendar.  The Spirit would engage us with the truth who is Jesus Christ. It
is his body broken and blood poured out that wins salvation for us. However, we can
miss the Spirit and how God might be addressing us if we come for the worship and
not to worship.

So, dear friends, ask the Holy Spirit to prepare within you a place of welcome so that
you might worship in spirit and in truth.  Also, ask the Spirit if there is a person in your
circle of acquaintances to whom you can extend the invitation to receive the cup of
“living water.” God bless you. God quench your thirst. 

Together in Christ,
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The following individuals became members of Nazareth on March 9.

Jason & Jaimee Barta
Campbell

1039 Sheridan Rd.
Waterloo, IA 50701

Danae Block
1408 Ashworth Dr.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Kim Booth
1720 Waterloo Rd. #7
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Monica Burcham
629 ½ E 4th St.

Waterloo, IA 50703

Alex Cue
2503 Iowa St.

Cedar Falls, IA 

Bethel Durby
5118 S Main St. #13

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Ryan Eklund
19753  R Ave.
Dike, IA 50624

Meredith Eriksen
1921 Ashland Ave.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Melissa Grant
2227 Valley Park Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Emily Hoffert
1826 Madison St.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Eric Johnson
2227 Valley Park Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Ken Lauritsen
100 Woodland Springs

Denver, IA 50622

Pete & Kristine Lies
      Josie, Mikayla & Colin

2618 Covey Ct.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Heather Mauer
1803 College St.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Amy Maw
2901 Ohio St-SHU 247 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Megan McKean
3852 Tami Terrace
Waterloo, IA 50702

Andrew Morse
3205 University Dr. Apt J2

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Connie Peet
   AbiJo & Rich
2613 Covey Ct.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Bob & Laurene Saathoff
20394 Spring Ave.

Clarksville, IA 50619

Jamie Schroeder   
700 W Ridgeway #328
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Sam Smith
1921 Ashland Ave.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Jeremy & Lindy Strohman
     Tyler & Jada

5004 Addison Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Rob & JoAnna Swiatly
     Sara & Abby
2216 Virgil St.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Malissa Trierweiler
2115 Walnut St. #1

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Chad & Michelle Tweed
     Tyler

1528 Andover Ct.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

       Nathan Venz 
 2508 Union Rd. #74
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

     Jordan Weber
    2115 Walnut St.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

  Michelle Wubbena
        624 Jane St.
  Waterloo, IA 50701

Staff Changes at Nazareth
�

Susie Hines resigned as Executive Secretary and
accepted a position with another organization.
We thank Susie for her service to Nazareth and
wish her success in her new career.

�
Darlene Imhoff has accepted the position of
Executive Secretary. Darlene will serve as
secretary to the pastors and Sally Young.

�
Terry Imhoff  retired from his position as Head
Custodian. We thank Terry for his service to
Nazareth and wish him a happy retirement.

�
Andrew Potratz has accepted the position of
Head Custodian. Andrew’s duties include
maintaining the building and supervising the
custodians.

�
Boyd Brinker will be deployed to Iraq with his
Army Reserve Unit. Boyd’s last day at Nazareth
will be April 4. Please keep Boyd and his family
in your prayers.

Job Vacancy at Nazareth
�

Hospitality Director 
This person will identify, initiate, and implement
processes and practices that encourage a culture
of hospitality and reflect Christ's presence and
purpose in our midst. Send cover letter and
resume to Sally Young, Director of Operations,
Nazareth Lutheran Church, 7401 University Ave,
CF IA 50613. Deadline to apply is April 7.

Volunteer Positions at Nazareth
Worship Center pew cleaners 

Sunday morning Information Desk volunteers 
Receptionist Desk volunteers 

Two people to work on Project Angel Tree 
Call Nazareth at 266-7589 to volunteer.

The next Messenger
 will be mailed April 16.

Nazareth Sets Dates for ELCA Affiliation Dialogs
Our congregation has had a relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America since the ELCA’s founding in 1988. A segment of our congregation
has called into question whether we should continue with this affiliation. A task
force charged with the responsibility to look into this question gave their report
in May 2006. During the season of the Metanoia process, we followed the
recommendation to set aside this question in order to focus on other issues.  Now
it is time to revisit the matter.

The church council has set a series of meetings for the month of April.  These
meetings will give congregation members the opportunity to hear about and
dialog over the various aspects of the question of whether Nazareth should
remain affiliated with the ELCA. Then, on Sunday, May 4, a congregational
meeting is scheduled for the purpose of making a decision.  To disassociate from
the ELCA would require a two-thirds vote, a ninety-day waiting period during
which the Bishop of the Synod would address the congregation, and a second vote
that would also require a two-thirds majority in favor of leaving the denomination.

You are encouraged to attend these sessions. In addition, please spend time in
prayer as we move towards discernment of God’s desire for Nazareth with regard
to our affiliation with the ELCA.

Order Your Easter Lily By March 16
Help beautify the sanctuary on Easter morning with an Easter
lily given to the honor and glory of God. Lilies are $10 each and
are provided by Bancroft’s. Orders can be placed at the
Information Desk on Sunday morning. Payment is requested
when ordering.

Body Recall Begins New Session on March 24
Body Recall begins its spring session on Monday, March 24.
Class meets for one hour every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
at 8:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center for a total of 24 sessions.
Sign up Sunday at the Information Desk or contact the church
office at 266-7589. Cost of the class is $24. 

Nursery Volunteers Needed for Easter Services
Volunteer childcare providers are needed for the 8:30, 10:00,
and 11:30 a.m. Easter services on Sunday, March 23. To
volunteer, please contact Amy Walser at 235-8997 or
walserinia@yahoo.com.

McKinstry & Nazareth Collect Books for LA Kids
Nazareth and McKinstry Elementary, our Partner in

Education, are teaming up to collect  books and games for the
children of Louisiana who are still recovering from the effects
of Hurricane Katrina.

Please bring your new or gently-used children’s books and
board games to Nazareth. A collection table will be available in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings in March. For more
information about the collection or about McKinstry Ministry,
contact Brandy Smith at brandy@cfu.net. 

Car Seats Needed
Blessed Beginnings Learning Center is in need of several car
seats. The car seats need to have a full harness. If you would like
to donate a new or gently-used car seat, please call the Blessed
Beginnings office at 266-2503. 

Holy Week and Easter Services at Nazareth
�

Palm Sunday 
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Maundy Thursday with Communion
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Good Friday with Communion
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Easter Sunday
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Tentative Schedule  
for Affiliation Meetings

Final Schedule Available March 30
�

Wednesday, April 2 • 7:00 - 8:30 p.m .
Revisit the Affiliation Report

Sunday, April 13 
Stories from two congregations

 who confronted the same question

Sunday, April 27 • Afternoon
What do the Lutheran Confessions

 say about the nature of the Church?
Guest Speaker:

Dr. Timothy Wengert, Church Historian

Wednesday, April 30 • 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Congregation Dialog


